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In a broad sense Kartvelology embraces study of Georgian culture,
history and all fields of the humanities: linguistics, literary criticism, art,
archaeology, folklore, ethnography, source study.

Georgia, Sakartvelo, successor to ancient Colchis and Iberia, lies at
the boundary of Europe and Asia, east of the Biack Sea, in the south-western
part of the Caucasus.

The Kingdom of Kartli - referred to in Classical sources as Iberia -
emerged at the turn of the 4th-3rd cent. B.C,, approximately on the territory of
modern Georgia. The recorded history of the country dates from that time.

Interest in Kartvelian problems commenced in Europe in the I7th
century. In the 19th century the French scholar Marie Brosset, the German
scholar Arthur Leist, the English brother and sister Wardrops, and others laid
the scholarly foundation for this activity, contributing to the West’s broader

Jamiliarity with Kartvelology.

Over the last decades the interest of the humanities in the key points of
Kartvelology has been increasing, viz. in the problems of Georgian
ethnogenesis, mediaeval Georgia in the context of cultural and political
relations with Western and Eastern countries; the originality of the Georgian
parent language and its relation to the families of Indo-European and Semitic
languages; Georgian mythos and the Georgian-Caucasian world in Classical
mythology; direct or typological relations of the rich Georgian literary culture

to Byzantine and Eastern literature, to the European Renaissance thought, and
Modern European literature, etc
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GEORGIAN LITERATURE [N ENGLISH TRANSLATIONS

THE LIFE OF PARNAVAZ: THE OLDEST GEORGIAN LITERARY
SOURCE
(Translated with introductory notes by Arrian Tchanturia)

esearchers into Old Georgian historical and liter
R ary sources are almost unanimous in assuming

that Leonti Mroveli’s The Life of the Georgian
Kings is based on old Georgian sources, and that some
ancient works are entered in it almost unaltered or with
slight treatment. This is particularly important in reference
to one chapter of Leonti’s work, entitled by the 11th-cen-
tury chronicler as The Life of Parnavaz. Parnavaz was the
first king of the Georgian national royal dynasty. His reign
is dated to the early 3rd century and the respective chapter
in Mroveli’s work is imbued with pagan ideology (see R.
Baramidze, Georgian Historical Prose, Tbilisi, 1979, in
Georgian). However, more importantly, this chapter dif-
fers from the other parts of Leonti’s work in its literary
manner as well, clearly evincing the heroic-fabulous style, L :
with elements characteristic of mythos thinking. At the
same time its chronological and geographical details cor-
respond to the data of the period in question. All this would
seem to warrant the conclusion that Leonti entered a piece =
of the pagan period in his work. In general, Leonti’s The Life of the Georgian Kings is
compiled according to the above principle: it contains the well-known works: The Life of
Vakhtang Gorgasali and The Life of St. Nino —both elaborated to a varying degree (see E.
Khintibidze, Georgian-Byzantiane Literary contacts, Amsterdam, 1966, p.76.).

: Here follow the Georgian text of the Life of Parnavaz from S. Qaukhchishvili’s
edition of 1995 (Kartlis Tskhovreba, vol. 1, pp. 20-26), and the translation made at the
request of the Department of Source Studies of the I. Javakhichvili Institute of Archaeol-
ogy, History and Ethnography, Georgian Acad. Sci. The Translation was edited under con-
tract with the same Institute by Mr. Timothy Francis, visiting lecturer of English at the
English Department of the Faculty of West-European Languages and Literature, Tbilisi
State University. For various reasons, the translation has not been published. For a full
translation of Leonti Mroveli and other parts of Kartlis Tskhovreba, the reader is referred to
Robert W. Thomson, Rewriting Caucasian History, Clarendon Press, Oxford, 1996.
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GEORGIAN LITERATURE IN ENGLISH TRANSLATIONS

The Life of Parnavaz - a Kartlosid,
Who was the First King of Kartli

At that time in the city of Mitskheta there lived a young man whose
name was Parnavaz. This Parnavaz was a Kartlian on his father’s side, of the
generation of Uplos, the son of Miskhetos, and on his mother’s side a Persian
from Aspan. And he was the son of Samar’s brother who at the time of the
coming of Alexander was the mamasakhlisi of Mtskheta.

~ This Samar and his brother, the father of Parnavaz, were slain by
Alexander. But the mother of Parnavaz, it is told, had taken him — a three-year
old child — and found refuge in the Caucasus mountains. And there he grew up
and then came to Miskheta, his fatherland.

And this Parnavaz was an intelligent man, a brave horseman and a
skilled hunter, although he concealed his virtues for fear of Azon. But by his
hunting he became known to Azon and Azon took a liking to him for his skill.
Then his mother entreated Parnavaz: “My son, flee Azon, and do not display
your valour, lest they kill you™. ;

And she was afraid for him and troubled, and when their fear of Azon
grew very great, the mother of Parnavaz said to him: “My son, leave the
dwelling-place  of your fathers and take me with you to Aspan, to my
fatherland and to my brothers, and save yourself from Azon’s hand”.

And they decided to go to Aspan. But it was hard for Parnavaz to
leave the abode of his fathers, but because of her great fear he resolved to go
away.

Then Parnavaz had a dream, as though he was in a deserted house, and
tried to go out but could not. And the light of the sun came in the window, and
girdled his waist and, bearing him up, carried him out through the window.
And when he came into an open place, he found the sun below him and put
forth his hand and drew some dew from the face of the sun, and anointed his
face. Then Parnavaz awoke and was astonished and said: “The dream is a sign
that I shall go to Aspan, and there I shall meet with good fortune™.

And on that very day Parnavaz went out alone to hunt, and chased the
deer in the fields of Dighomi. And the deer fled into the gulleys of Tbilisi. And
Parnavaz, following them, shot an arrow and hit a deer. And the deer ran a little
farther and fell down at the foot of a rook. Parnavaz went up to the deer. And
the darkness of evening was already upon him, and, dismounting, he sat
down beside the deer in order to spend the night there and depart in the
moming,.
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And at the foot of rock there was a cave and its mouth had long since
been sealed with stones, which through age had begun to crumble. Then heavy
rain fell. And Parnavaz took his pickaxe and broke the door of the cave to seek
shelter there from the rain, and entered the cave. And he found within
uncountable treasures — gold and silver — and innumerable dishes of gold and
silver.

Then Parnavaz was amazed and filled with joy. And he remembered
his dream, and sealed up the mouth of the cave in the same manner as he had
found it. And he went hastily and told his mother and his two sisters. And the
same night the three of them came with donkeys and vessels, and they began to
carry away the treasure and to bury it in a convenient place. And when dawn
came, they again sealed up the mouth of the cave. And in this manner for five
nights they carried away the treasure and hid it in a secret place.

Then Parnavaz sent his servant to Kuji, saying: “T am the kinsman of
Uplos, the son of Mtskhetos, and the son of Samar’s brother, the mamasakhlisi,
and I have great wealth. Now do you wish that I come to you with my treasure
and that we be brothers and share it in common? Let us declare our enmity to
Azon the eristavi and may our good fortune grant us victory™.

Then Kuji was filled with great joy and said: “Rise and come to me,
and do not begrudge your property. For with your wealth I shall multiply your
troops before we go against Azon. Then all the Georgians whom he has slain
and oppressed will rejoice. And, I think, some of the Romans will join us, for a
great many of them, also, have been slain by Azon™.

Then Parnavaz, filled with joy, left secretly, and took with him as much
of the treasure as he could, and his mother and his sisters also. And he came to
Kuji, and Kuji said to him: “You are the son of the chieftains of Kartli, and it is
proper that you be lord over me. Now do not spare your riches for the increase
of our armies and if we are granted victory you shall be our lord and I your
servant”.

Then they made league with the Ossetes and the Leks. And they
were glad, for they did not wish to pay tribute to Azon. And the Ossetes and
the Leks followed Parnavaz and Kuji and increased their armies. A
countless army now gathered in Egrisi and they marched against Azon. And
Azon summoned his troops and gathered them round him.

Then one thousand choice Roman horsemen, whom Azon had
outraged, left the side of Azon and came before Parnavaz. Then all the
Georgians broke away from Azon.
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And Azon could not trust the troops which remained with him for he
had wronged all of them. So he departed and Azon turned back and went to
Klarjeti and placed himself within the fastnesses of Klarjeti.

And Parnavaz came to Mtskheta and captured the four fortresses of
Mitskheta. And in the same year he conquered the whole of Kartli, except
Klarjeti.

Then Pamavaz sent envoys before King Antiokos' of Asurastan’,
sending with them numerous gifts. And he pledged to serve him and asked his
help against the Greeks. And Antiokos accepted his gifts and called him his
son, and sent him a crown. And he commanded the eristavis of Armenia to help
Parnavaz.

And in the second year Azon received an army from Greece, and thus
grown powerful, he marched against Parmavaz. And the cavalry of Parnavaz
from Kartli increased in number. He summoned them and appealed to Kuji and
the Ossetes. And all of them came together and the eristavis of Antiokos from
Armenia joined him.

And all these Parnavaz called together and with them marched to meet
Azon at the former city of Artani, which was then called Kajta-kalaki and
which now is Huri. And they took up positions and there fought a great battle.
And a great many perished on either side. And the Greeks were defeated by
Parnavaz. They fled their camp and Azon was slain, and great numbers of their
men were slain or captured.

And Parnavaz went and captured Andziandzora, the borders of Greece,
and returned in triumph through Ekletsi. Then he came into Klarjeti and
captured it, and, returned to Mitskheta with great rejoicing. And to his wealth
was now added the riches of Azon. And his wealth was beyond compare.

~ But the land below the Egristsqali remained with the Greeks,
for the inhabitants of that place did not wish to turn from the Greeks.
Then Parnavaz gave his sister in marriage to the king of the Ossetes,
and his other sister in marriage to Kuji.And he gave Kuji the lands
between the Egristsqali and the Rioni, from the sea to the mountain,
within whose limits are Egrisi and Svaneti, and appointed him as the
eristavi of that place. And it was this Kuji who built Tsikhe-Goji.

! Antiochus
? Syria: the Seleucid Kingdom.
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GEORGIAN LITERATURE IN ENGLISH TRANSLATIONS

Then Parnavaz was safe from all of his enemies and became king of all .
Kartli and Eguri’ and he increased the number of the Kartlosid armies and
appointed eight eristavis and a spaspeti.

One he sent to be the eristavi of Margvi, and gave him the land from
the small mountain, which is Likhi, to the border of Egrisi, above the Rioni.
And this same Parnavaz built two strongholds: Shorapani and Dimna.

And another he sent as eristavi to Kakheti, and gave him the lands from
the Aragvi to Hereti, which are Kakheti and Kukheti.

A third he sent to be the eristavi of Khunani, and gave him the lands
from the Berduji river to Tbilisi and Gachiani, which is Gardabani.

A fourth he sent to be the eristavi of Samshvilde, and gave him the
lands of Tashiri and Abotsi from the Skvireti river to the mountain.

A fifth he sent to be the eristavi of Tsunda, and gave him the lands
from Panvari to the source of the Mtkvari, which are Javakheti, Kola and
Artani.

A sixth he sent to be the eristavi of Odzrkhe, and gave him the lands
from Tasiskari to Arsiani, from the source of the Noste to the sea, which are
Samtskhe and Achara.

A seventh he sent to be the eristavi of Klarjeti, and he gave him the
lands from Arsiani to the sea, and the eighth, Kuji, was the erisatavi of Egrisi.

And one he made the spaspeti and gave to him the lands from Thilisi
and the Aragvi to Tasiskari and Panvari, which are Inner Kartli. And this
spaspeti ruled all the eristavis in the name of the king. And under these eristavis
he appointed spasalaris and atasistavis, and all of them paid tribute both to the
king and the eristavis.

Pamavaz ordained all this as was ordained in the kingdom of the
Persians. And he took to wife a Durdzukian woman a descendant of Kavkas.

And Parnavaz strongly fortified the city of Mtskheta, and rebuilt all the
cities and strongholds of Kartli, laid waste by Alexander.And the Greeks were
unable to wreak vengeance on him, for the Greeks were engaged in a struggle
against the Romans. _

And this same Parnavaz made a great idol in his name: it is Armazi, for
in Persian Parnavaz was called Armaz. He raised this idol on the top of the
mountain of Kartli, and since then the place was called Armazi on account of
the idol. And he celebrated the raising of this idol with great solemnity.

* Egrisi
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At the age of twenty-seven he became king, and for sixty-five years he
reigned in peace. And he obeyed Antiokos, the king of Asurastan. And all the
days of his rule he spent in peace, and under him Kartli grew and flourished.

And the months of the spring and autumn seasons he passed in
Mtskheta, the royal city; and the winter months he passed at Gachiani; and the
summer months at Tsunda. And at times he came into Egrisi and Klarjeti,
visiting the Megrels and the Klarjis and giving judgment over their affairs.

And the one thousand Roman troops which had come over from Azon

. and joined Pamavaz, of which we made mention above, he settled in diverse

valleys and provinces of the country and treated them with favour for their
bravery in the struggle against Azon. And he called them azrauris.

And from the time of the departure of Alexander they did not eat
human beings except those who were sacrificed to the idol. During the reign of
Parnavaz there was peace and joy throughout Kartli, and all said these words:
“We owe thanks to our fortune, for it granted us a king descended from our
fathers and released us from sorrow and bondage to alien peoples”. And
Parnavaz accomplished all this by his wisdom, charity, courage and wealth.

And a son was born to him whom he named Saurmag.

And this Parnavaz was the first king in Kartli of the line of Kartlos. He spread
the Georgian language and no other language but Georgian was spoken in

Kartli. And he created the Georgian writing.
And when Parnavaz died he was buried before the idol of Armazi.
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A PRE-CHRISTIAN GEORGIAN INSCRIPTION
(FROM NEKRESI)

n Qvareli district, Eastern Georgia, on the southern slopes of the
I Caucasus Range, in a rich geographic zone there is an ancient city
site of Nekresi. According to Georgian sources, the foundation of the
city in the 2nd cent. B.C. is linked to King Parnajom. The city site is known

by early Christian architectural remains, including a 4th-century church. Nekresi -

=

became popular through the Martyrdom of
Abibos Nekreseli, a work of early
hagiographic literature. It describes the fight
of Abibos Nekreseli, the bishop of Nekresi,
against fire worshippers in his effort to es-
tablish Christianity, and his death of a mar-
tyr. Abibos was one of the representatives of
the so-called Thirteen Syrian Fathers who
flourished in Georgia in the 6th century.

Archaeological excavations on the
Nekresi site have been carried on by the State
Museum of Georgia since 1984. Already ex-
cavated are: a 2nd-4th cent. fire temple, part
of the wall of a Classical city, remains of
4th-6th cent. structures (palace, wine cellar),
a 6th cent. church, etc. Highly important
among the finds are stone slabs with the old-
est Georgian inscriptions, used secondarily in the walls of an architectural
structure dated to the 4th-6th cent. The age of the slabs is dated to the 1st-2nd
cent. A.D. on the basis of the pottery of the cultural layer under the 4th-cent.
structure. Palaeographically too, the inscriptions are assignable to earliest ones.
Of the 7 inscriptions discovered, 5 belong to the 1st-nd centuries.

One more slab and inscription was discovered in 1999. It was found
at the center of the territory of the city site — near the place where a 4th-cent.
monumental church is under excavation. The slab lay on a bullock-cart road —
not at its original place but removed by a water stream.

The slab in question is 41.5 cm. long, 10.5 cm. wide, and 5.5 cm.
thick. The top and bottom are broken off. The damage of the upper part is
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especially regrettable, for the opening part of tl_ac inscription is lost. "Ijhc
inscription is executed by scratching. The height of the letters varies
between 1.8 and 2.5 cm., their width being 1.0-2.0 cm. Two damaged and
six full lines have survived. :

Line One: the lower parts of the last two letters survive.

Line Two: the lower fragments of the first two letters and the two
last letters: Th (an) survive.

Line Three: T bCP (azaf). The last letter is broken off; 1 () may be
restored. :

Line Four: b 1CRb (si ars)

Line Five: RQdd- (noym)

Line Six: CCh 1R (cavin)

Line Seven: EPh (xrev)

- Line Eight: b (s)
Reading: azat (i)
si ars
num
tsavin +
khrev
<

On the one hand, the inscription indicates the identity of the bu'ried
person, and on the other, it is a request or an appeal for no one to touch it —
no one upset it or let no one mix... (numtsavin khrevs).

The inscription is asomtavruli (capital), using fourteen letters of the
Georgian alphabet: @ (4), e (1), v (2), z (1), 7 (2), m (1), n (2), ¥ (2), 5 (3), 1
(1), y/wi (1), 0 (1), e//ts (1), x//kh (1). |

Thus, we are dealing with an inscribed gravestone which must have
been erected on the grave as a stele. The damaged part must have carned the
name of the deceased. Unlike the other inscriptions of Nekresi, the
inscription under discussion has two novelties: it is khanmeti and contains
the term azati, hitherto unknown in Georgian sources. The latter term must
have been introduced in Parthian times, denoting ‘free’. As exemplified _by
the neighboring countries — Iran and Armenia — the azats were heavily
armed equestrian warriors. The Georgian term aznauri - the title of a
representative of the higher social stratum, attested in the first Georgian
literary source The Passion of Shushanik, is assumed to be related to azat.

17
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According to the inscription, the existence of the institution of azati
in Georgia may be presumed from the Ist century A.D. It does not occur in
earlier Georgian sources.

The cited inscription is the earliest among the several inscriptions
discovered in Nekresi, and it may be dated to the 1st-2nd centuries A. D.

Besides this inscribed stele, 5 more slabs with inscriptions have been
discovered on the Nekresi city site, viz. at the place called “Nagebebi” . Used
for the second time, these slabs had served as building material for the walls
. of a palace erected in the 4th century. The dating of
he inscriptions is facilitated by the archaeological
material of the cultural layer under the structure.
In addition to the foregoing the Nekresi in-
 scriptions have all distinctive palaeographic features
" by means of which all the Georgian inscriptions
" considered to be early ones, are dated (Palestine,
‘Bolnisi, Urbnisi...). These features are: ‘closed”’
letter forms, lack of a leftward tending line and of
“an abbreviation, angularity. The standard canoni-
~ cal beginning and ending of the text: the supplica-
- tion Christ, Lord, God, Amen and so on, character-
istic of inscriptions of the Christian period, does
- not occur in the Nekresi inscription.

' Conclusions:

L. The above-discussed inscription, along with
the other 5 inscriptions, belong to the pre-Christian period, archaeologically
datable to the 1st-2nd centuries A.D. They all constitute gravestones of fire
worshippers. This dating is supported by the occurrence of the social term
azati attested in the inscription under discussion and the khanmeti character
of the text. The inscribed stone is damaged — the top and the bottom are
broken off. The other inscribed stones are damaged in the same way, which
cannot be accidental. The slabs appear to have been damaged purposefully —
done during the propagation of Christianity and confrontation with the
fire worshippers. At the time, i.e. the early 4th
century, the Mazdean temple — an impressive monumental
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architectural edifice — was ruthlessly destroyed and robbed. This appears to
have t?een an all-out action against the Mazdeans, entailing the destruction
of their temples or transformation into Christian churches. The gravestones
were smashed and thrown away, and later used as building material.

3: Following the discovery of the Nekresi inscriptions, in contrast to the
view prevalent at present, the development of Georgian asomtavruli script
cannot be related to the introduction and establishment of Christianity. It
took place much earlier — in a different social setting and religious creed.

4. 1“. my view, the introduction of the Georgian alphabet and development
of_v\_rntmg was probably connected with the need to translate Mazdaic
rc}lglous texts - prayers, hymns, etc. — and provision of Georgian Mazdeans
with these texts in their national language, with a view to performing the
ritual perfectly.

5. Following the spread of Christianity in Georgia, the church leaders and
the congregation of Georgian Christians were prepared for a similar
measure, viz. translation of religious books into Georgian, for they already
haf:l a national alphabet and writing. This took place at a time when the
neighbors of the Georgians were beginning to create their own alphabets
for thf: same purpose, i.e. to translate Christian holy books (Armenians

Albanians). ;
‘6. In wew of the foregoing, Leonti Mroveli’s evidence to the effect that
‘he (King Parnavaz) created the Georgian writing” should be taken with
cqnﬁdence. It was in the reign of Pamavaz that fire worship began to spread
widely. He founded the cult of Ahura Mazda, himself emerging in the rank
of god. “Writing” should in the first place be understood as documentary
establishment of the “book™, religious content, a collection of the canons of
a creed. The Bible is a book, as is the Koran, and the people of the book are
followers of the book of the law of the faith. Thus introduction of writing
implied primarily the translation of church books, specifically translation of
the Avesta into Georgian.

Levan Chilashvili

Director of the State Museum of Georgia,
Corr. Member Acad. Sci. Georgia
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APPRAISAL OF THE MAN IN THE PANTHER'S SKIN IN
EUROPEAN LITERARY CRITICISM

Skin was always considered an example of high poetic and

wisdom thinking of the Georgian people. This is attested by
inscriptions of separate quatrains on the margins of manuscripts or
other relics of material culture from early 15th century, as well as by
the pronouncements on Rustaveli by Georgian writers; it should also
be noted that the entire Georgian poetry from the 15th- to the 17th
century inclusive is an imitation of Rustaveli in terms of poetic art
(the verse meter, genre peculiarities, literary images). How was
Rustaveli's work accepted and assessed abroad in the past centuries,
particularly in West-European literary criticism, and what is the
attitude of foreign Kartvelologists to it? Asking this question has
become feasible following the major work carried out by Georgian
scholars towards the study of European literary criticism. Here
mention should primarily be made of the four-volume Rustaveli in
World Literature (edited by Prof. L. Menabde, 1975-1984). Basic
long-term work was carried out by Georgian and foreign scholars at
the Centre for Kartvelian Studies at Tbilisi State University towards
the compilation of a monograph Georgian Literature in FEuropean
Scholarship with relevant bibliographies.

It should be noted from the start that it was not easy for
European literary criticism to recognise The Man in the Panther's
Skin as a masterpiece of world literature. This had its objective
reasons. Rustaveli's name was in general unknown to Europe until the
19th century. His poem became more or less known to European
literary criticism from the end of the 19th century (following the
translations of Arthur Leist — Dresden 1889; and Marjory Wardrop —
London 1912). Naturally enough, a translation fails to give an idea of
the high literary skill and poetic world - most specific to Rustaveli's
poetry. It also proved difficult for literary criticism to perceive in a

mediaeval romance, composed against the background of oriental
25
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traditions, the mediaeval-Christian and Renaissance universal ideas
that make for the uniqueness of Rustaveli's thought. That is why an
underestimation of Rustaveli's poetic genius is obvious in the writings
of some European literary critics. Occasionally this is not only felt but
also the main idea of an essay devoted to The Man in the Panther's
Skin.

Thus, in 1886, J. Mourier, a public education officer,
published an essay on Rustaveli and his poem, first in Thilisi, then in
Paris in 1887, and in Brussels in 1910. Mourier's essay is devoid of
scholarly value. It begins with Rustaveli's biography based on hearsay
stories, ending with an equally gossipy rumour on the manuscripts of
the poem having been thrown into the Mikvari (Kura). But the
important point is that the author does not conceal his negative
attitude to the content and moral world of the poem. He wonders why
the Georgians are so fond of Rustaveli and why they are trying to
translate it into French - only to convince the French in the
groundlessness of praising 7he Man in the Panther's Skin. Mourier is
irritated by the types of the poem: Tariel's derangement, Avtandil's
"coldness and wile", Nestan's "perfidy”, Patman's easy virtue. The
author does not like the hyperbolised tone and oriental style of
development of the subject. Thus, Mourier's views are subjective
views formed by a European reader upon familiarisation with the
content of The Man in the Panther's Skin against the background of
the 19th-century Buropean novel. Mourier fails to.view the poem
from the position of a researcher-philologist; he does not consider
mediaeval problems, is not familiar with the oriental poetic style, and
so on. However, the first impression of the European reader upon
acquainting himself with the content of the poem - until these
impressions rose to the study of the poem according to the principle
of historicism - could naturally not differ much from the impression
just cited.

Mourier's views are not an absolute exception. Albeit more
restrained, yet sceptical attitude to the lofty ideological and literary
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world of The Man in the Panther's Skin is discernible in European
literary criticism. The German scholar, J. Scherr was one of the first
to enter an overview of Georgian culture into a course of the history
of world literature (Stuttgart 1899). He mentions Rustaveli as a poet
of Tamar's Royal Court. He created a romantic epic which, in Scherr's
words, "should of course not be measured by a high standard".

Such comments on the Main idea or individual passages of
The Man in the Panther’s Skin cannot be explained as an
unfavourable attitude to Rustaveli’s work, as demonstrated by Oliver
Wardrop, a great admirer of Rustaveli and the Georgian phenomenon,
who - together with his sister Marjory — recorded his boundless
esteem for The Man in the Panther’s Skin with his entire literary and
political activity. And in the draft of the speech he was invited to
deliver at a special meeting at Sorbonne, organized in 1938 to mark
the 750th anniversary of Rustaveli’s poem, he wrote: “More than fifty
years ago, on Saturday 19 February 1887, I saw the poet’s portrait in
the Monastery of the Holy Rood, near Jerusalem, little knowing how
great a part he would play in my life, ignorant that I was to spend
more time in reading his epic than I have given to any other poem and
that one of my kin would devote her life bringing his work to the
knowledge of English readers” (Wardrop MS. d.39).

In his Preface — written in high literary taste and brilliant
knowledge of the poem - to the first edition of Marjory’s rendering
of the epic Oliver states that there are at least two points wherein he
(Rustaveli) might seem likely to lack the approval of British readers:
“his hyperbolic descriptions of grief at separation, and his hackneyed
astronomic similes for human beauty.” However, the English critic
notes that such emotional excesses find parallels in Western,
particularly English literature as late as the eighteenth century. The
researcher observes that several incidents in the poem are repugnant,
namely Avtandil’'s murder of the Chachnagir, his intrigue with
Patman, and Tariel’s assassination of the son of Khvarazmsha,
though, he believes, “they are necessary to the working out of the
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plot”. Two points are significant in Wardrop’s highly interesting
observation: he points out that he judges from the position of his
contemporary British readers, and that Rustaveli’s hyperbolic style is
in general characteristic of old literature.

Other foreign researchers do not explain their comments on
Rustaveli’s work. Thus, the German researcher F. Bork (Leipzig
1915) - like the Frenchman Mourier - assesses The Man in the
Panther's Skin from the position of his contemporary literary style.
He disapproves of the idealisation of the characters of the poem
instead of taking them from real life. In his opinion, Rustaveli is not a
reasoning poet, hence one must not look for profound ideas in the
poem.

Before long there occurred a change in the attitude of
European researchers to Rustaveli Changes are noticeable even
within the writings of an individual researcher. Thus, the well-known
Kartvelologist G. Deeters gradually gained an insight into the literary
and ideological world of The Man in the Panther's Skin. In 1937, in
discussing ~ Sh.  Nutsubidze's monograph On  Rustaveli's
Weltanschauung, Deeters perceives the greatness of Rustaveli's
poetry, but he prefers to be moderate in assessing it, and is against
referring to it alongside the greatest representatives of world
literature, in particular Dante. In his view the form of The Man in the
Panther'sSkin and its expressive side is very high, the poem's
ideological world falls short. This view - though in somewhat
modified form - was repeated by the researcher in 1958 in discussing
Hugo Huppert's German translation of Rustaveli's poem. In his last
essay on Georgian literature, published in 1963, he already speaks of
the national epic or Rustaveli's poem - without the above reservations.

\ European Kartvelology did succeed in gaining a proper insight
into Rustaveli's great poetic art, and its correct interpretation and
appraisal. It is noteworthy that in European Kartvelology the foreign
translators of Rustaveli's poem were the first to perceive Rustaveli's
high poetic world and to give a correct assessment of his considerable
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ideological and literary work. This was done by those who studied the
poem in the original and attempted to render it in their own native
language. In this respect highly important was the contribution made
by Marrie Brosset, the first European student of Rustaveli's poem. As
noted above, the French Kartvelologist made a scholarly study of
Rustvelological problems, considering 7he Man in the Panther's Skin
one of the best works of European literature. The work of Bertha and
Arthur Suttners on the translation of the text of Rustaveli's poem was
followed by Arthur Suttner's essay "A Foreigner's View on The Man
in the Panther's Skin"(Tbilisi 1884). The researcher considers
Rustaveli the initiator of the romance genre in Europe. In the
Foreword to the first edition of his translation of the poem into
German, Arthur Leist draws a parallel with Rustaveli's contemporary
European chivalrous epic, viz. Wolfram von Eschenbach's Parzival,
noting that Rustaveli is relatively more free from religious
constraints. Marjory Wardrop, the first translator of The Man in the
Panther's Skin into English, also had a clear conception of the
greatness of Rustaveli's poetry. It should be noted that she, together
with her brother Oliver, inspired the Russian poet Konstantin
Balmont with the universal ideals of Rustaveli's poetry so as to have
him make a brilliant translation of the poem, supplementing it with a
remarkable study, The Great Italians and Rustaveli in which
scholarly parallels were drawn for the first time between Rustaveli's
work and the great representatives of the Italian Renaissance (Paris
1933).

Both the depth of the ideological and content aspect of the
poem and its highly artistic skill are duly appreciated in A.
Baumgartner's two-volume History of World Literature (1897). In his
Literature of the Christian East (1911) A. Baumstark states clearly
that Rustaveli has no equal in the Christian literature of the entire
East. The German researcher R. Miller-Budnitskaya attempts to
discuss Rustaveli's work against the background of the world literary
process. In her study, Shota Rustaveli - A Georgian Dante, she
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declares the epoch of Rustaveli that of the Georgian Renaissance
(Moscow 1937). R. Bleichsteiner considers 7he Man in the Panther's

Skin not only a masterpiece of Georgian literature but also a great .

phenomenon in world literature (Wien 1950). Hugo Huppert, the
translator of 7he Man in the Panther's Skin into German, calls
Rustaveli a classic of the Early Renaissance period (Berlin 1955).

The English literary historian Morris Bowra marked a new
stage in European Kartvelology with regard to the study of
Rustaveli's work. He studied Rustaveli in the context of Eastern and
Western literatures - against the background of masterpieces of world
literature (London 1955). In this he continued and specified K. Karst's
earlier attempts who looked for parallels of Rustaveli in the works of
Ariosto and Tasso, Dante, Bonaventura, and Wolfram von
Eschenbach (Paris 1934). In his paper Stevenson accentuated
Rustaveli's originality, largely in relation to Ariosto (1959).

The status of the research into The Man in the Panther's Skin
in Georgia finds consistent reflection in foreign Rustvelological
literature. Thus, for example, Bowra's study of Rustaveli's poem is
based on Sh. Nutsubidze's view who saw in The Man in the Panther’s
Skin Neoplatonic trends and pantheistic elements. The discussion of
Rustvelological problems in French literary criticism in connection
with S. Tsouladze's translation of the poem (Paris 1966) and his study
Connaissance de Roustaveli (1966) published in Tbilisi, was mainly
based on Nutsubidze's views. The new tendencies arising in Georgian
Rustvelological literature in the 1960s appeared in foreign literature
on Rustaveli in the late '70s, viz. the relation of the roots of
Rustaveli's Weltanschauung to the development of 12th-century
scholastic thought. References to Christian and Islamic culture, on the
one hand, and to theological and classical thought, on the other, were
noticed. This novel stand is seen well in Cyril Toumanoffs
Introduction to Teimuraz Bagrationi's booklet on Shota Rustaveli
published in New York in 1968,
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A new trend seems to be developing in modern Western
literary criticism, viz. Rustaveli’s poetry is discussed not only by
foreign scholars interested in Georgian literature but, in general, by
researchers interested in the European literary process. Notable in this
respect is G. K. Beynen’s paper on Shota Rustaveli and the Structure
of Courtly Love, presented at the Eighth Triennial Congress of the
International Courtly Literature Society, Belfast 1995. In Beynen’s
view, the courtly love structure of Rustaveli’s poem, which, in his
words, “is undoubtedly a masterpiece”, corresponds to the highest
stage of development of courtly literature.

The assessment of Rustaveli's work continues in an ascending
line in the latest European literary criticism. In this respect Donald
Rayfield's The Literature of Georgia. A History (Oxford, 1994) merits
special notice. In general, this book is one of the best attempts at
conceptualising and discussing the centuries-old process of Georgian
literature by a foreigner. Many sections of the monograph are
interesting from various points of view. Superb among them is the
review of Georgian church lyrics or hymnography. Along with an
original treatment of the rich Georgian church poetry, the author
presents his own poetic translation of the best examples of Georgian
original hymnography. The English author's discussion of the
problems of The Man in the Panther's Skin is fairly comprehensive,
covering the subject of the poem, the theoretical views presented in
the Prologue, the nuances of the author's Weltanschauung and
religious stance, and the literary sources. He notes also that
"Rustaveli's outspokenly fresh ideas set him apart from his sources”,
and so on. At the same time, it is symptomatic that Rayfield, too,
continues the tendency, characteristic of European literary criticism,
to separate The Man in the Panther's Skin from the recognised
masterpieces of world literature. The author speaks of "the
eccentricities of plotting and thinking and the specifically personal
and national traits of this eclectic work", concluding that "7he Knight
in the Panther's Skin is first and foremost a national, rather than an
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international masterpiece, for it lacks the driving conviction on the
human predicament that informs Dante or Shakespeare. Yet
Rustaveli's poem is for Georgians what Dante's Divina Commedia is
for Italians"(p.81).

It is hard to contradict the English Kartvelologist's statement
on the eclecticism of Rustaveli's poem and the eccentricities of its
plotting, or to accept, for the researcher does not discuss and argue his
views. On another plane, Rayfield's view on The Knight in the
Panther's Skin not being an international masterpiece because "it
lacks the driving conviction on the human predicament that informs
Dante and Shakespeare" is an original idea which, I believe, calls for
a comment. The question may be asked whether it is right to turn the
philosophical thesis of human predicament, valid per se, into a
cornerstone of universal literary thought and to reduce the highest
criterion of assessing the literary creations of all epochs, religious
positions and philosophical orientations to the presence or absence of
this thesis? Does not a search for such a position in a literary work of
all times stem from our subjective attitudes to the world's literary
masterpieces? Or is it not, at best, an assessment of the thinking of
past epochs from the standpoint of our contemporary epoch? Can
mankind's striving to unravel the mystery of being/non-being be
reduced to this single thesis? Can optimism, struggle against
adversity, striving to salvage life, beauty and love be excluded from
the highest ideals of human existence? A negative answer to these
questions would seem to come from a subjective factor, being
unacceptable from the viewpoint of the wide spectrum of the multi-
faceted human existence. Neither would it be right to fail to notice
human predicament in 7he Man in the Panther's Skin and to reduce
the entire philosophical credo of the poem to blind optimism. In
Rustaveli's poem the traditional ideal - the eternity of the good and
graceful Creator, the belief in the immortality of the soul and its
merger with the infinite deity in the other world - blends

harmoniously, without contradictions, with the perception of the
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reality value of this world, conviction of the beauty of the human
world, and trust in human reason (See E. Khintibidze, The Mediaeval
and the Renaissance Trends in The Man in the Panther's Skin, Thilisi
1993). This harmony is not eclecticism but a manifestation of the
world view of a definite period in European civilisation - of a world
view that may be most optimal from the position of human
predicament. (

Yet, I think the European Kartvelologist's thesis on The Man
in the Panther's Skin being "first and foremost a national, rather than
an international masterpiece" is correct from a definite point of view.
The point is that beginning with the second half of the 13th century
the cutting-off of Georgia from the mainline of the process of
European civilisation closed Rustaveli's lofty poetic and ideological
Weltanschauung in the circumscribed Georgian world. Unlike Dante
and Shakespeare, Rustaveli did not influence the devel?pment_ of
European thought over the centuries. Georgian social, phﬂosoghlcal
and literary thought proper drew on The Man in the Panther's Slt:m. In
this respect Rustaveli's poem is indeed a national literary masterpiece.

Elguja Khintibidze
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8300 3bms gmgomoym ggPmIgma djoobggeol Jaggmo dmodgd-
wowgosho  g99babgysmlbol  Bobssmbols 8o3bmdabal,  Ls6sd gl
dosdgdeomgdsbo o6 SPrmEgdmos dmgdols oligm®o8dols JGobgadom
gL sgensday.

4 IgGagls gbgegmgdgdo s Sobmeryg o 398mbs gemalso.
g3 oI e Qoaaﬁa@,gﬁamaﬁmgﬁgmbaﬂn Babls, dsEmawns 96 mog-
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399890300, doamod dsoby lggdgoggdo  @ddmjomgdymgds
»39abobagombbol” Bomsmo owgp@o @5 dbsggHyco Ladysmmboedo.
89635690  gpbogtio 0. g gBo-gHoo JeMggmas, Gmdgmbsyg
doHogme Jyme ol Jodmbomgs Bgodgl Fbmgmoml woggGogydols
obgmtool j36bdo (Jgmastgo, 1899). ogo sbligbgols Glmaggel, Hmdyg-
o 053360l badgam 3oMals Jmgges. 336 g4dbs Gmobgoggena gdmbo,
Gmdgmog, 0. gl Logysgdom o gogygoo, s mdds gbws, womo
LsBmBom 86 7b6ms 0dbgl asdmBomo™.

s9ageto gmdgbgomgds ,.g3g8bobggomlibol™ doGomswa owgols 56
omggnemo  3sboggdels o Bgodemgds  soblbal  Gybmaggemels
399mddgegdobordo 5618 jgoowasbymdamo ©sdmgogdgmgoom. o
Qgogegdol  bogggogbe  @s853g3039dgmos  mmagy®  godHeodo,
GOjbmoggmols @y Jomgmo g9bmdghols Lomgste n5ygobalidsgdgeo,
Godgmdsy  msgobe g g8mBm  dmfefgos »339b0bgysebboliseda™
Loggoem  wmsbmsb  stixmGobmsb  gBomse  Bogmo  osgoba
398mddgegdoms @8  bmgMgdon  @oswsbgts  ©@d  Bmdgmbag
Gbmoggemdy 1938 faol LoGdmbdo Gglmsggmobisedo  Jodggbocy
Lsondomgm bbemdsdy Fomdmmddgmo Logygol dmbabaddo Aoyl gtos:
»MEdmgessmdy dgg0 Yol fobosm, dadsml, 19 0o gomb, 1887 §gwml,
Gmeglsg 3y gobocmg mggel [Ghbmoggenol - g. b] JmGgGggo Fdobes
xgfol  Bmbslgg®do  agdylbocodols obenmdmow, domosh  dpotg
fo6dmeaghs 8mbrs, o Gmant® omw Gmeb 0m835d90©s ogo Bgdl
bomgMgdedo, Mmd sMsggGae gogdgsm 0858g, Hm3 3 ya®m dggo GO
dmgobBomy Bolio dmgdol jombgel, goe®y Gmdgmody bbgs Jmgdobs @

96035 B983s obemglds Bomgbagds [IsGixmte Jmee®mdds —g.- bl

doqmo  Logogbemg  8Bagdagbs, ®md  dglmggsbs  Bebo bademdo
obamobigma  jombggemols  16mdogHgdsdo”  (dmemols  dadmemmgys,
Joeemmdol gobege — d. 39). m. geGHeHonde dEHxmEe JoHgmmdal
mo@adsbols Jofggmo asdmgdol Fobsbogygsmdse goBopwm msgobo
Dosmo @oggfognGgme Jymgoems @8 Jmgdal  8G yobgemy
gmebon Blegmgdge  638GmdBe  iggsdeger  Yamb, Gmd
obaemobigeno 8 oobggeo 39m seaggsdls boggemobgye
Jadg@dmmyGmdsl Jmgdols adofms asytom gsdmfgggwoe bagggeols
sxfg@olsh @5  gloGos  LomsBsdol  slgHemyto  dggsgmBgoem
adsedmggdolish.  ogdgs  obgmobgm  gFegogmll  ogommbgg gl
89608670, Bmd Lymoge dogmgsmgdsms adesdsmdgdom godmbogge
ogom  Esbigmgmggtmdgm ©s Jg®dme  obzmolge  moggGogndst
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dgomghsdgeg boggpbol Bsmgemom  shobosogdes. ofgg d3geggetio
Lbogome  JooBbggl  dgbodbol, @3 ImMomygde  ImBopoowsb
dogomgdgenos  Jmgdol  adoGms  Imddgegdol  Gedrgbody  gdeSmeo,
JaMdme,  sgmsbromobogob  Fodbsgetol dmggems,  gogdebmab
asdoxbgtigos s gsfagmoels  dogi  Lsbodob  8mjgms.  eommdl
doobbomls olinbo bog80L asbgomamgoobamgols 7o gdge
ge2989bggdoe. m. Jmmemmdal 58 Joomgboe bsobggmglm Blxgemmdsdo
oMo dmdgbgos 860dg6gmmgsbo: 833390 Bogmomgdl, Gmd oao
xgmmdl  msgobe  msbsdgedmgg  obamobgmoe  8j0mbggeols
JmBogoowsb, ©s  seboBbsgh, mm3 Gjloggmobgyme 3edgHommyco
bgomo balmgseme esdsbsbosmgdgmos dggmo moggdagmobamgobs.

- bbgs  gpbmgee  djgmggemgdo  Oboggmol  B9dmddgegdsdy
asdmoddgme  dgbodgbgool  sblbsl o6  jmommdgh.  a9Mdsbgemo
33393960 4. dmtgo (woadgogo, 1915), obggg Gmamey adsbgo 4.
3360y, ,,359b0bgysmlisbl” snsligdl magobo msbsdgetmgy w@oggogy-
Gyemo bgomols JmBogoowsb. dsb 56 mbfmbl, Gmd Imgdols aBofgdo
0egomodgdnmbo  sMosk @s 9o bobsdwgorowsh  swydgmbo. 8abo
oo, Ggbmsggmo 3G Gmedimghy Jdmggo ©d s8rgbse, Jmgdsde
@mds s8Mgdo 36 7bes ggdomo.

aotiesggbs Gbosggmol Jodsom ggfmdgen 833mg35Gms ©o-
dmgoegdgeegdodo doeng dmbes. Hboeggeol Imgdal Bgasbgdade ggmmo-
wqdgdo 3g060dbgds mgem gMomo d33eggamel d9dmddgegdeoma JHm-
gabol gomamqddog. sbg dopswmomse, (bmdomo dJommggmmemao a.
@)9p0bo  msbrsmsbmdom  [awegds ,,g3gbobgyomlibols  dbogatien-
ogy®  LadgsMeb. 1937  famb 8. bGygydedel dmbmaagaobs
»Oglmoggemol  dbmgedbgeggmmiobsmgol” asbbomgolsl ogo bgesgl
Gbmaggeol Jmglool borowgl, d5aMs8 s8xmaabgdls oyl 8mBogha dols
dggolgdedo  wd  fobsowdmgaes  dobo  dmblgbogdobs  Bbmgmom
@o0gaMog ol grorgl FoGimdseagbymms, j5Mdme wsbggl aggdeoom.
a ©5989Gbols S8 om, »399bobgysmbibals qomds, dolio
ao8mBlsbggemmbome dbscy dowdy dswsmos, Boamsed dsk hodmmbgds
Jomgdol owgyo badystim. gl ogsmbisBmobo, odgs gmgs Jucm
domgedocgbom, 833maggemds asodgm®s 1958 ol ,,339boligysmbbols”
dnam dndgMgobgnmo agmdsbyma momadsbol asbboengabisk.  8samad
1963 Famb  a08mpgiaen 7g3oboligbge  bafiggggbe JeGoge
@oggMog 1Moty 0o 7389 @odsMmogmol dodmye bsgambsmyem 93mlidg
sby Gbomsggeols 3mgdsdy 8gdmm Jomomgdgmo dgbodghgdols pstgdy.
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936m37eds  Jofoggemmemansd dgdeam bmoggemol oo
Jmgg o baemgbgdel Lsmobswme wsbsbgs, LfmMog as8Mg0s «s
Bggobgds.  BoBobemdmoagos, Gmd Gglmsggemols dogswo  JmggHo
bsdys@mml bamsbseme sqdds, dobo owgy®-dbsgayeo 839mddgmgoals
LfmGo Bggebgds gghodye  JesGoggmmmmaosdo  mogesdodggmse
»39gbobggembbol gubmgmeg Bmamgdbgemgdds Fgdeagl. Lmege dsm,
3063 oGopobsmbo Bgobfsgms Jmgds «s obo FBmdmogh gbady
3898439emgds  bpsws. 88 FoBsGoymgdem  dowdy  360dgbgeamgsbos
Hbmaggmol dmgdals  Jofiggemo gg@omdgeme  d3gemggetols o
Bmama8bgemols 8560 3Gmbigl @sdlsbyMagds. gmobae JsGmggenmmmpo,
Heogmeng 890mm s@gbodbgm, 3g¢bog o >ddagqgobs
abmggmmemaon IBmomgdsgogst ©s ,,gggboligysmbisbl® daobbggl
48Bmdyme @oggfsgiol gho-gho bgzgogbom Jdbomgose. dgFgo o
370 87865680l Bogd Gybmoggeols Jmgdol gadlgol momadbsdy
Fqdsmdsls msb Bmdygs o. BagbgMols asdmagemggs L.gpbmgeol 860
»399bobgyombisbdg™ (1884 ). 833eg5960 frgbmsggenl mgmol ggmmdsdo
Gmdsbol 40bMal @sdfygdow. dmgdob aqmdsbyen gbsdg dmomadbgemo o.
wmaabgo JoMggema asdmzgdols Fobobogygomdsdo JoMamagmbl sgemgdls
frgbosggmols msbslgemmgy ggomdye LsGsobem glmbmeb, 336dma,
qo@amsd gmb 985608kl ,,doMogemmsb™ ws 0dsbag Bxbedbagl, Hmd

Mgbmsggemo 985605bmsb Jgeatgbom Jgdm msgobygomos Hgmogeyho

BomBmadolisgob. slggg bosomse Jjmbrs assBmgdgemo Mybmaggeols
dmg8ool Lowoswy ,gggbobgysmbbol” Jofiggmo obgmobnmo mamadsbols
336m6l, sMxmto Jomemmdl. obog 76s 300bodbml, MHmI 356 msgels
ddsbkmab, mmogg® oteGHmdnsd jhonse Ggbmsggemol  dmgdools
Bmascbs 3opmdMom orgsmgdom dmssambs Ggbo Jmggo gmblgobgaby
doendmbgo 0degbse, Hmd 5d 139b5b 369085 dgobhges
»399bobgysmlbol” d3mfyobgomyg Ggligmo msMmadsbo ws gdmgbs dsb
89Lobodbsgo  addm jamgqs Q0RO 0gdmogmgdo  ©s Mgbmsggea”,
Omdgmdoy JoMggmae  asegemm dg(3BogHemo  JaMsmgemgdo  Grbmas-
ggemol J98mddgegdols @5 agomogme Mgbglsblol o Fomdmds-
@ggbegdls dmeol (Jstobo, 1933 §). dmgdol Gmgmey ogy®-dobssm-
Lmdtogo Lowedg, sbggy dsoma dbagaGgeo mligsgmds Lomsbsgmess
Bgasligdgemo s, dodasmgbgMols L, dsmgmon eoggagyols obgmeool™
mGgmigyemBo  xg6  gorgg 1897 fgwb. 5 dsqddgomge  mogoba
»JBobgosbamo  selmbsgmgoiol wogg®ogy®ede” (1911 §.) ase 39500
sibergdl, Mmd Gybmaggmob ds@smo dogmo sedmbsgengools JHolgo-
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sbym  moggogyMmsdo o6 dmodmggds. Gpbmsggmol 898mgdgegdals
adsbboegsl  dbmamom  mogg@sgydol  IGmpglols gmbdy  prommils
agmdsbgmo  333maggsto Jomo . domgM-dhwebog sos. ago sgq94b90l
Jopge  asdmggmggsl  ,,998bolggemlishBg”  LamsMom L, 0mmd
Ogbmaggmo - dotoggmo wsbgg”. Ggbmaggemol g3mgdsl ogo JoGorymo
Mgbglisblols gdmgdse spbomgdl (dmbigmge, 1937 §.). 6. demsabBgsabgto
»J9gbobggomlsbl® mgmoli 3@ damgm JoGmgmo 3FgBmmdols Jqeqg-
Mo, SMidge dbmgmom moggMsgcol gor dmgmabae (3568, 1950).
Ggbmaggel  swtg  Ggbgbsblol  gdmgol  gemsbogmbl  Fmegols
»3a8bobggomlbol™  ag@mdsbyen  96s8g doomadbgmo djam  3I73gGgo
(dbgFenobo, 1955).

236mdn  Jshoggmmmmansdo  Ggbmoggmel  Jgdmddgegdol
dgbfogmedo obon geodl J8bol obamobgemo moggGogGemdmeby
dool 30765, 0o ,359bobgysmbsbl® obomagl s@dmbsgmyMo @
wibogm®o woggmsggmol 3mbggdlgdo, dbmgmoem moggBogGgools
dgmggigool aqmbdy (wmbombo, 1955 §). 88 B0dsGommgdon opo
dafmdgengdl 3. gombgol prgol, mmigmoy Gybmaggmol JsMomgegols
qdogdl sGombgmbs ©s gobmb, wsbggls ws dmbsggbggMal, gmeasd
amb  gdgbdsbol Fgdmddgegogobo. mpdge sdogy edol byoogl Gol-
maggmol mogobmsgoembsl s asblbgoggdsl Fomgsh (3s608o, 1934).
Grabmeggemols msgobmsgeemaol ofiabgo®gds sdgos maegobo jyemggobs
Logbow &. Ligogablimbds, ndaMsggbse sGombigmbmsb odsmmgdsde.

Ladggemastgom Gybomggmmeamany® @oggog@ado mabdo-
deggtymse  sobsbgos ,gggbobgysmbbol” qbfegmols Beamdsmamds
Lsdooggmomdo. obg dogomoms: 8. do7Mols  asBmjygemggs 399
bobigyombabdg” ggadbgos 8. bygjdedol  mgombsdmabb, Gmgmo
“gogbobgysmbsbdo” bgm3msgmby® gocombmgosls w©s  Isbagoligmm
9e2999690L bgesges. hggbo Laggnbol 60-0sbo Fmgdals @sdemggol Lss-
Q3P asHgmge  @oggfsgModo Hybmoggmols Bglisbgd as8mbbrs ol
shoewo  ggbrgbpogda, ®og  60-006  Fengddo Bsclisbs  JeGore
Oboggomemmao® woggfoggmodo. J9Mdme, Ogbmsggeols
Mmgedbyeggmmdol dofgdol Bo8sGogds XII Laggnbol bfmesbgo jgHo
28Mmgbgdols  asbgomamgdsbmsb. wsbsbgs  JImgdsBe, jHmo dbMag,
JGobgosbyeme s  obmsdgfo  JameaGgdol @8 dgmey  Bboag,
mgmemao6 @5 3bgo 6 BEmgbgosms dodsmmgdgdols. gb sbengdgo
Jmdogos JoMase Bl Jofoen o5d56mgols addm jaengge8o
»308bolgyombsabdg”, Gmigmoy Tgbogmol Lsbom ghmgol mgodymaed
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dsamsgombols 1968 Fawmls bogrom 8o a0dmpgdye d®mdgesl Imms
Hgbmeggedy.

09bsdgemmgy esbsgeny® Qo&gﬁbégﬁbmagmqﬁgmbbﬁo dg0b0d-

6305, Gm8 Gjbmaggeols Jmglosdy F96g6 sGs Fbmmoe Jomogy
@mmmagoo 36 Jofogmo woggfognBom waobgghglgdyee Jpbmgeno
dg3b0ggdo, sMsdge Lsdmaseme gghmdgmo @ogg@oggdol IMmmpglol
033mggemba. 88 BbGog sloboBbogos odgMmojggmoe dgpbogteb a4
3906960l Lgogad L Bmms Gabmsgjme @5 7Hgsdamo boygs@ygeols
beGyden®s’,  femlmeagbormo  gutagsdyme moggfsg ol
bsgBmsBmolm LsBmasemagdols g6y gmbaGalidy dgmgobigdo 1995
Famb. a. 3 0506960l s8Goom), tﬁ’l']lscnbaacqr.)h Jmgdals (ﬁma;]zgnu,_ﬂnlin
bogygom, ,,B:QoamQ 89mg3Mos”: “the poem is undoubtedly a masterpiece”)
baMmoobem  baygstamol  LgGdecs guGgIedyme  woggMogHals
asbgomstgdol dsmemgl ggodls Bggbsdsdgds.

Jobmgl  gamdge  @oggfog O smdpmebymdsBo  aMdgmmgds
Gboggeol  B50mddgegdols  Bggalgdool  sdogsemo bodo. o3 dbfog
Loasbggdm swboldghols mo®lios 1994 (gmb mjlgmmgde 5&8(?1333'3@;:\
pmbse Ggogomeol Fogbo ,bsdesGmggemb qnéaﬁbégﬁb.. obgm®os”.
LoBmaseme g foabo gpbmgmal BogHh  JoFogemo wmoggHegycols
3G ogoeboabmasbo IGmyglol gGo doeosbmdsBo aosBMmgdobs s
adbbommgols gGomo  Logggogber pess. 3Msgemdbiogss  bsobggGgbm
dmbmaogoal dg360 dggmege. Bso Bmobl Loygggoglm dsmpsbos dggeno
JGmgmo babymoghm moamojol - 303bmatsgool Jodmbamgs. sggmto
o6 Jogm sbmadytse Jixgmmol J8gormgl Jomoye LabymogHm
JmgBosdy, sMsdge dggmo JeBogmo m@ogebsmymo  Jodbmamaogooks
bagggoglen 6od78q00L Laggomat Imgen® 0amadabgdlog  sdagybadl.
obamobigeo sgamo ,,g9gbobggomlibol IBmdmgdagejobag dgesmgdom
Lhgmoe dodmobomsgl. ogo LagdGimdl dmgdol Logygedy. IGmemada
Bodmysmodgde mgmGoge Igbgegmgdgedy, sgemmol Blmgedbywgy-
@mdshs @ Ggmogodo Jmdogools Goyobligddy, ol wogg®og &y
Fysmgdday’ B960863mo  ofgl abog, Gmd  GOglmsggel  msgobo
JoM gl ysmmgdonsh gogme go6slbgaggdl sbomo omggdo  ©s Lbgs.
33537 Aol LoddgmdnGas, GBI ©. Gogomeol Foabdog aMmdgmegds
936 m3eo @oggEsggMsmdmebjmdobomgals Qaﬂ?})abﬂomabguqn
oabeagbpod, Omdgmog  (rommdl »399baligysmbiabe asdoxbmb
Bmgmom @oggHog Mol seosmgdgme BgeggMgdogsh. s8 8086om aga

@8dats gmdls dmgdols boggggol saqdgegdols ©d Jmggho SdHmgbgdols
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BilbGobeOgemdady  ("the eccentricities of plotting and  thinking..."),
Jneaosbog ebdgegdol gjengdea®mosdy ("eclectic work™), @S dmeomb o
b jabols: ,, ,,399bobggomlisho™ g3acigqeqls ymgenobis 6ol gHmgbymo o
ahs LagBosdmmobem Fgegsfo, Gowash dobo 853mdeoggdgeme oy,
@iido — g. b] o6 6ol smfag690s swsdosbols Agby@mdado, Gamsg
poibdgomymoes @sbgg 96 Bgdudemo. @ doobg, GHybmsggmoel Jmgds
PPoogymgdobsmgol s@ob ob, Gog @sbggl »RJN8gOM0g0  Jmgos®

uﬁ.‘;c_{:naqgabnbbmsnb“.
dbgemos ggedsmm obamobigemo Phoggmanmmgals asbbawegdsh
n08bobegesmbbol® g3egde08d8g ©s Bobo Logge0ls adbgabeHemosdy,
3b  doomm  ogo, Gogasbsy  333egqs6a 6 aobdsmgagls  magals
@noe2gdgol s ot sbadymgdl Jsor. Lbgs LodBgygdy Bgodemgds ogbgls
yobbomamo . Mgogomeals s8Ma: »393babiggombiabo® odogmid oM stal
mgwom @moggMagytol dgeggmo, Gmd dolo 35dmdmaggdgmo gtdo
96 atob BFIg60 © 9@05Mgds swsBnsbymo s@bgdmdols ligbaGHmdabs.
Jb oGoaobsmyg®o mgsmbsdmobos, Modgeog, Bydo s8Gom, jmBg6gsmls
bogodmgdl. Bgodemgds o osgobesmsgee dsGmgdymo goeambmeonfo
mg8s  osdasbyMo  gmgal  lgly@mbobs FPdpomm  gogmdGamdols
@0gIHE IR sBGmgbgiol gEHmogyhio daognobgese @ yggme
gdodol, Gageogogio  JmBogeobs s goembmgoyGo  mGogbgagools
@ogg@og oo  Jdbowmgdals Fggsligaals g0smmgbo  jHoggGoaygde o3
098l gsdmgemgba-s6 asdmgamgbols dmdgbgomgdsduy ©ogoygsbmm? bmd
3M ool 58agat0 JmBogool dogds ygqms emOmob  wogghog G
Jdboeagosdo Bggbo Ljdogdemee 396§ gmdomgdowsb dgbgwgs Bbmgmom
@oggGegegee Iy ?-obray ol BdmbgggeBo-bmd o6
a6ob ogo Bggbo gdmdol ImBogoowsh 3995Lgds  garsbigm g3mdsms
$86mgbgdols? Bgodemgds o gomdGamdols dogwe Lfesggs yoabs-
soymgbols bsoggdmeml sdobmdols 33 9fm my8sdey @sgoygobmm?
dgodmgds jo asdmgGogbmo swsdosbnea sMlgomdol dsemgbo omg-
9000056 mdgododlo, dHdmes 3edsmno dgeeols Fobssmdeyga, 89356-
0905 bogmpbemol, bowsdsbols, Loggo@mygmol  aosbsmhgboe?  fgdo
sMom, 93 Jombggdldy Pothygmgome dbgbe  IPbmemme  bgdogdancoe
godemoo  Bgodmgds adbgl 89630MHmdgdmemo  ©@s 0a0  swadoshyGo
s6ligomdols IMagomagBHmgbgdols goBam LigdeMogsb Bogmgdgmas. sy
ols  agbgds dommgdrymo, Hmd »30gbobgysmlsbBa* 396  d936086mm
d@adosbols  asbagoMob, s©sdosbyGo gmgol lmbamdols bgege w©o
dmgdols  Bmgmo goobogoyG-ogmmeaegto  gfgen 063
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30308359y wsgoygsbma. ,,39ubobgysmbabdo” gMsogogmo JHobgo-
3630 0ggomo - ggomomo @s dmfysmyg 398mddgeals dsGecogmmdals,
bjeol  733@sggdal ws  odggyboged  Lsdymagmdo o8  lsbdyome
23m9gdsbmsb gg@mmgdols GFdg6s - JsmBmbomae, Fobssadugamdgdols
a%69dg, 96Fydol 58439460t GHgacmdols aobggemaals 585365000,
omsdosbyto  Lsdyseml  bomsdsBgde  wsmFdgbgdel,  swsdosbyo
ambgdobisedo bemdobs aodmgbowgasl  (ob. 3 bobmododg,
370bo739bgmdMage @s Mgbglabliymo ,,g9gbobgysmbisbo”, md. 1993). gb
3ggBmgos,  3s@dmbos, o6  sobs 9322998039  0go  adBmgmgbss
330mdge0  gogomoBsgoob  asGgaggwo  gdmdol  Amgesnddols. of
dbmgasaddobs, Godgmoey  dgbsdemgdgemas sesdoshymo  ymaal
AgbaGmdol dmBogooest ygamsdy dgpom mIgodocgMo ogmbs.

®s @506, ggedfmd, G ggdmigma JeGmggmmmmaols ogds
0dols momdady, Gmd ,,ggabobaysmbisbe” jloggemal ymgeols, sGols
16ogbge-JoBogmo @y 3Gy Bbmgmom @oggHagHyemo dgeggho,
39033090 ogombaBiolos LfmGos. Lagdy ol stol, Gmd XIII
La73960b gy bobggonsb wafygdymo JoGmgmo JymanGobs Qd
3BOmagbgdal  BsBeGgded  gzBmigwmo  ogomedsgool  IBmpglols
Bopobg Moo badowsb, Gbmsggmol dogsmo JmggnGo s o@gHo
Ladgestom  Boggas 3gdmdogeie  Joeogm  sGgsmbo. Gybmaggel,
©obggbs @5 Ygdbdotraliogsb gsblbgsggdom, oF Bmybegbaes asgeghs
330mdgeo $8Hmghgdels asbgemsmgdsty. bowmm Lsygmeog Jotorgemn
Ladmpsemgofog-gommbogogio @b @ogg@ogn@mo 5860 b 964-
9d0b  356dacndy »3agbobggombsboo™ 03ggdgdmes. 98 mgembsdmobom
s@ob Gabosggenol Jmgds ledsgglog Lfmege JsGmgemo gHmgbamo
Q0619630 IRQ0 JgeggHo.

g agxs bobmodadg
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a0 HILMITIN [Y JIHGINBIR LOYISH IO L&6® &I
(ma6ads60 obgmoliyMomsb @5 dgbagsco 960336330 g4 Jaosmgemadobs)

dmabol Gbatiols mgdols gmegxol (Des Moines Area Community College)

gombmgool oblgMydgmcol mabadgdfels (Adjunct Philosophy Instructor)
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Press 1977); The Knight in the Panther Skin, dmomgidbgmo Jameob gogosko
(London: The Folio Society, 1977); > The Man in the Panther’s Skin,
doampdbgme JsGxmo JmGemmdo (London, 1912; repr. Moscow: Progress
Publishers, 1966). embimae Mgogoeawols Foaba bafsGaggerml aroggmognis
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* A. Bapavmse, [llora Pycrasenn, Becmuux Axademuu Hayx CCCP, No6 (1996),

cr. 135-39, cr. 136.
44

e

SCHOLARSHIP — THE HIGHEST EXPRESSION OF THE GEORGIAN PHENOMENON

Lofgbamol  asBostigds gbsgodmgds.  swsdosbo d3d06i0ldot g3 gm0
303bg0s6, Godgeabsg 3033603900 36 daendls, sdgesb 898mIrobamyg -
06 amdbmdsms dsmmgs. Lbgo dbmog swsdosbo ©S gggbgo dgogbos. ab
0735 bmdomos Joorye Fmez Jeme ol

288930

dmgds ofygos odoo, Gmd sEdgmals dgg Gobgqg96L, Howash
dg o dgogl, Lsdgam 6obgdy sbgeme  mobsmobo 35390l dgag,
Ofd56gds &, Gmd sbowmasBmesms Imeols Jobo oo 2530688,
8mn$‘335b. sgmebgowa, basbidggo Qo maebsmebdy 13.51‘6'3::30&
8990xba@gdgwa, dsls bobswatm gx00m 8o 833maf 393l Qo 0d9xgqdl
JoRgE, Mag dg94b dbbgmasls dogqols. dgdega o@gdsemo 39boligysmbisbo
dmydyg 8950929906 @ Jdaoaegol  dsbomsh 39bgadgols 4
diggemdsl. gl 33dsg0 Sbaen bsgmbgdgemdo 530l dgaql, Bobasbs
mabsmobo  obliboly 06 by dgohgaco bogysgdom. mobsmabo
sgmsbeoml 796 dabgol, dmdgdbols dmydq.

bado feoals dgdega sgomsbromo odmgols 308{*:;]3.533:2!;, Lsc sy
domgdy sbowmasbes Jomesh ghmsew 00bs@@Hmdl. mydy Gmd dqools
©opmggol, sgmebgomo grommsls, Joco sedyeml, 66000l g06smds
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d9dega BoGOLawsbl sligemao Eghéoﬁ-sga(ﬁ;];caﬁo dggdobs ©y dg9490
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. G: ‘Koolemans Beynen, The Symbolism of the Leopard in the Vepxist'q aosani.
In: The Annual of the Society of the Study of Caucasia 2 (1990), p. 39.
45




THE KARTVELOLOGIST

AUTUMN, 2ooo |

dmgemebymse goobswsbo  bgligob-womgxsbls bgomaddgem
9ol m8y ©@5b0dbagls. Joemo 899dgobgatigdqenony, @oMagenls
osbsdogmgdl @8 sodyegdl, do el gamolifyme, Gols dg8egasy
@9ogml  asdipggs begds.  gsmbswsba osgol @b, Bglgsbals
308G egml, esgeml Jopbogl. @sgsto 859853900630 Balgob-gamgxsbls
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" Bukrop Tonsues, Illota Pycrasenn, 2-¢ maa, (Mocksa: GIXL, 1956), . 101,
103.
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Modegbody ©idsggdom  gegdgbpdy, Gmeglag spbawgel, Gma
»3a8bobggsmbobo™  sMrgggl  LaBoghgdl bowmbad e 306 g0
@ogg®agamsl meald. sl Gmd, mfogy d33wggeto  B96086a5ls
336Lsgomgdge Bsboliosmgdgeb, ©s 58 bgsgool 308sbo LFmGae ols
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¥ C. M. Bowra, Inspiration and Poetry (London: Macmillan, 1955), p. 57.
’ Peter Dronke, Medieval Latin and the Rise of European Love-Lyric, Vol. I:
Problems and Interpretations (Oxford: Clarendon Press, 1968), pp. 15-16.
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@ doboggedl, Gmd ggemgmobsmgol dobo aMdbmds Jibmodos. 1l
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aooBbos  magoligdymgdebo, Mo JaPegodgme  @aggMsgyMolismgols
gadsbsbosmgdgmo  sMos; o3 6oBbgdl doergde bsmgeno  dmdgobmb
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1% C. W. Lewis, The Allegory of Love: A Study in Medieval Tradition (New York:
Oxford University Press, 1958), p.1.
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” Baamavup H. A. Hponn, Heropuyeckue kOpHH BOMIIEGHOH Ckaszku. 2-¢ H3A.
Jlenunrpan, crp. 247.

'* 8. V. Lominadze, oral communication, Moscow, August 1993
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THE NATIONAL LIBRARY OF THE GEORGIAN PARLIAMENT

of Georgian learning and culture is housed in three remarkable

buildings with Georgian carving, in the heart of Tbilisi. This
national depository of Georgian books counts more than a century and
a half of existence. Its holdings were amassed over several centuries:
copies possessed by Georgian princes, private collections of
outstanding persons, books with seals of libraries now belonging to
history, valuable editions sent from well-known seats of learning
outside of Georgia, rare manuscripts, including the OSth-century
Jerusalem Canonary known in the literature as the Lagurgka
lectionary, and a 13th-century manuscript Gospel, the private archives
of Platon Ioseliani, Niko Nikoladze, and others, autographs of
Aleksandre and Ekaterine Chavchavadze and letters of the Wardrops,
Razikashvilis and others. The library boasts Ilia Chavchavadze’s
private library.

The library is formed of the holdings of the Tbilisi Public
Library, founded in 1846, that of the Society for the Spread of Literacy
among the Georgians (1879), the Parliamentary Library established in
1918, and others. Here is the richest collection of literature on Georgia
and the Caucasus, with such rare editions as the first Georgian printed
book, Georgian-Italian Dictionary, issued in 1629 at the printing-press
of Catholic missionaries in Rome, The Georgian Grammar by the
missionary Franciso-Maria Maggio in Rome, 1670; the complete
collection of the editions of the printing-press set up in Tbilisi by
Vakhtang VI in 1709, including the Gospel (1709), another copy of
this edition is preserved at the Library of Tbilisi State University, the
first printed edition of Rustaveli’s The Man in the Panther’s Skin,
issued at Vakhtang VI’s printing-press, the editions of Erekle II, King
Solomon II of Imereti, and Atanase Amilakhvari. Alongside these
notes should be taken of the Bible in folio printed by Prince Bakar in
Moscow (1743), referred to as Bakar’s Bible. The national Library of

the Parliament owns a rich collection of periodicals, music and note
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collection of periodicals, music and note editions, documents bearing
audio-visual information, engravings, prints, and cartographic fonds.
Today the library holdings number up to 15 million printed units.

The Georgian National Library has traversed a long and
interesting path. The democratization processes occurring in the
country set new demands to the Library. Its structure has changed. At
present six departments with their centers, subdivisions, sectors and
groups function at the Library.

The Department of Georgian Studies (the former Department
of the Study of Local Lore) was set up in 1936. At present it is under
the Department of National Heritage, its basic work being determined
by the following priority directions: to give broad coverage to the

nation’s intellectual potential in the spheres of politics, economics,

history, culture and scholarship and to perfect Kartvelological
research work.

The fonds of the Department of Kartvelology boasts up to 70
thousand titles of rare editions on the Caucasus and Georgia, in
Georgian and foreign languages. This fonds was formed of the private
collections of Prof Giorgi Gekhtman and of the well-known
Caucasologists Evgeny Veidenbaum and Mikheil Tamamshev; in
later years these collections were augmented by the private libraries
of various eminent public figures, most of them being preserved as
separate fonds. The foreign editions about Georgia and the
translations of Georgian authors into foreign languages are allotted a
special place in the Library.

Of particular importance is the rich fonds of periodicals
printed in Georgia and the Caucasus: comprehensive till 1921, and a
selection of the subsequent period, with account of their scholarly
profile.

The Department of Kartvelology has been carrying on major
scholarly work for many years, viz. on the compilation of an
analytical bibliography of periodical editions — a ready reference for
every scholar. An analytical bibliography of Georgian magazines has

66

THE KARTVELOLOGIST, AUTLUMN, 2000

already been issued: from 1852 to 1905 inclusive (in three volumes);
of Georgian newspapers: from 1864 to 1904 inclusive (in six
volumes); an analytical bibliography of the periodicals of subsequent
years is ready for the printer, and work is continuing. From the year
2000 the Department will resume the publication of the annotated
bibliographical index Georgia;, along with new books published on
Georgia, it will reflect interesting magazine articles as well. Besides
the main catalogues, the Department has special files: of obituaries,
reviews, pen names, photographs, Georgians residing abroad, and so
on.

Foreign Kartvelologists have worked at the Department at
various times: Jaromir Jedlicka (Chechoslovakia), Mikheil
Kvaliashvili (Poland), Hugo Huppert and Johanna Shiegler (Austria),
lLajosz Tardy (Hungary), Oliver Reisner, Heinz Fahnrich, Jurgen
Giarber; the missionary Olaphus Barkowsky, Christian Chauves and
Brigitta Schrage (Germany), Luigi Magarotto and Luca Taufer
(Italy); Steven Jones and Alice Harris (the USA);, Lawrence Broers
and the writer Peter Nasmyth (Britain); Ito Junji (Japan), and others.

For forty years international book exchange served as an
important source of replenishing the Library, esp. the Kartvelology
Department, with foreign literature. Bilateral relations were
established with up to 45 partners in some 20 countries. Contacts with
foreign Kartvelologists were particularly important and fruitful.
Almost all the literature, published abroad on Georgia, arrived
through this source. A major contribution to this was made by well-
known Kartvelologists: David Lang, David Barret, Julius Assfalg,
lLeah Flury, Hans Vogt, Michel Tarchnishvili Gerard Garitte,
Giuseppe Tucci, Leon Buchard, Fridrik Tordarson, Victor Nozadze,
Kita Chkhenkeli, Shalva Beridze, Ipei Fukuro, Mikheil Kvaliashvili,
Pape and Lilly Gegelashvili, and many others.

Owing to the developments in Georgia in the past decade,
international book exchange came to a halt, resulting in considerable
lacunae in the replenishing of the Labrary with foreign books,
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including the Kartvelological Department. The growing demands of
the modern reader fail to be met. Acquiring new literature is one of
the principal objectives of the Library, for the generation of the 21st
century comes onto the scene with a novel vision, novel insight into
the course of developments. Hence, scholarly study and analysis of
foreign material will contribute to an improvement of the
administration of the state, and the building of a free and democratic
republic.

The main aim of the group set up at the Department of
Kartvelology for relations with our compatriots residing abroad and
with foreign Kartvelologists is to establish contacts and continue
cooperation with the associations of Georgians abroad, Georgian
seats, Kartvelologists active abroad, publishing-houses; to determine
the desiderata in the foreign Kartvelological literature and its
replenishment through mutual cooperation, as well as to receive
current Kartvelological editions.

The Kartvelology department is ready to systematically accept
the orders of partners on servicing them with the Library’s fonds:
bibliographic, written sources, the index of Georgian literature issued
in Georgia, and so on.

The Board of the National Library calls on our compatriots
and Kartvelologists to help as far as possible in filling the desiderata
of the Library and in setting up new fonds.

Levan Berdzenishvili
Director General of the National Library
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EDITORIAL

he Centre for Kartvelian Studies humbly asks you to become the reader
of our issue, THE KARTVELOLOGIST.

The editorial board hopes to provide you with regular information about
the new developments in Kartvelology and about the political situation in the
country and create all the conditions for you to collaborate with us.

We would be grateful if you circulate this information to all students
and scholars interested in problems of Kartvelology, or who desire to support

Editorial Staff

© "KARTVELOLOGIST" Tel.: +(995 32) 290833,

Fund for Kartvelian Studies Fax: +(995 32) 252501,

I, Chavchavadze Ave., TSU E-mail: kartvcentre@hotmail.com

380028 Thilisi, Georgia khintibidze@access.sanet.ge
http://www itic.org.ge/kartvfund

Photos:

p.5 The statue of Parnavaz in Thbilisi.

p. 16, 18,22  Newly discovered Georgian inscription from Nekresi.

p. 69 The participants of the Summer School for Kartvelian

Studies.
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