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“For long periods in Georgian history, Abkhazia (whose
indigenous language is a northwest Caucasian language unrelated to
Georgian) has been part of the Georgian state. For most of Georgian
history, those Ossetians (formerly Alanians, an Iranian people,
remnant of Scythians) who live in Transcaucasia have also been
subjects of the Georgian state. A history of Georgia is therefore, at
times, a history of Abkhazia and Ossetia” (33. 8).
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