FOREIGN SOURCES IN GEORGIAN TRANSLATION

Speech of Alaverdi-Khan (Anthony Shirley. His Relation of His Travels
into Persia, London 1613, pp. 86-93)

From the translator: The text of the original is written in Early Modern
English. The spelling in the given extract is rendered according to modern
English usage; the punctuation and sentence order are left unaltered.
Although the translation is free and the sequence of sentences occasionally
fails to follow that of the original, I have tried to keep as close to the content
of the original as possible.

Oliver di-Can answered, that there was difference between a
proposition which was only moved to be counselled off, and a
persuasion. That he thought I counselled nothing, (much less persuaded)
but only propounded that to the king, which if it were not then fit to be
executed, for reasons that I knew not in the present condition of the
kings affairs; yet I deserved not so bitter a censure: Since Princes ought
to hear all, and elect the best; and for that elections sake to animate all to
speak freely. And because it has pleased his majesty to give you, and me,
and all of us, leave to speak, as it is all our duties to say what we think.
So our places are of such a condition, that our powers are nothing in
resolving: but only in discoursing before his Majesty, those things which
in the truth of our consciences, we think meets for his service. And if
convenient and necessary things be propounded, by a Christian, by a
Jew, or by the worst man living: not only in religion, but the very
disposition of his life, I see no cause why you, nor I, nor any should
reject that which is good for the ill’s sake; since Princes must, and ought,
make their benefit of al men: not regarding what they are, but how they
may serve them. This Christian has come from far, and through great
dangers (he says) through his affection, growing from the excelling fame
of his Majesty; and should not I think, that his glory is worthy to be
carried as far as tongues of men go? And shall not I think, also, that a
Merchant speaking of his virtues, is not enabled beyond his spirit, raised
by such a subject, to show it like itself, not like his own Merchandize?
And why should I judge him sent by any, when he has not assumed to
himself the honour, dignity, nor privileges of an Ambassador in a strange
country, where no men would neglect anything which might advance
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his to misconceive of the main purpose generally of the
proposition. For no mans intention is to be judged to stretch
beyond possibility: So that whatsoever was propounded to his
Majesty as necessary, honourable, and profitable for him, and his
state, included withal that well-understanding intention, that it
would please his Majesty to provide, in the firmness of himself to
the king, to serve him without limitation of time, but as long as it
shall please his Majesty to serve himself of him, he shows plainly,
that he has included his hope of fortune, and benefit by this, or
any other action, within the compass only of his Majesty’s
gracious benignity. And serving his Majesty in this, or any other
employment, which his Majesty will vouchsafe to make use of
him, if he do it as a stranger, he has no hope, but in the merit of
his own virtue, which must be discerned and rewarded by his
Majesty; if he serve as a Prince of his Majesty (as now by his great
magnificence he bears the title and place; the same virtue must
ever confirm and advance his favour, and the same king must
judge and reward it. And this I have said in a double duty; first, to
maintain the act of his Majesty’s great judgment, which cannot
mistake itself in the distribution worthily of his favours; then in
that of hospitality, to answer justly for a Gentleman, come to our
home, where we are all bound to defend him from wrong:
especially bearing about him so great a privilege as a true affection
to our king).

But now to speak of the proposition, the Viziers objections
against it: as [ do think them worthy of so wise a man; yet because
particular factions do sometimes blind men, both in counselling,
and deliberating: So questionless his great judgment has been
much clouded with some of those; which have made him err
directly in the judgement of some things; and to misconceive of
the main purpose generally of the proposition. For no mans
intention is to be judged to stretch beyond possibility: So that
whatsoever was propounded to his Majesty as necessary,
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honourable, and profitable for him, and his state, included
withal that well-understanding intention, that it would please
his Majesty to provide, in the firmness of his wisdom and
counsel, condignly for it: if he want treasure, to gather it; if he
want munitions and artillery, to make quantity of both: which
must indeed require a time for the act; not to resolution upon
the act. Without which his Majesty (as he shall have no great
cause himself) and his ministers will be less diligent in the
expedition of all such provisions; of which (to say the truth)
that huge masse of money is of the least importance; his
Majesty being able to make in the time of this Turks
distraction (and if his whole power were also united) a
sufficient Army of his Timarrs, and such as he already pays,
upon the Frontier, to proceed with any great design against
him. For admit he should (upon the moving of the Kings
Armies) come to any foul conditions of peace in Hungary, as it
is unlike that he will; yet there must be so much time between
the proposition and concluding of the peace, and removing of
his Army thence, and transporting it hither, that any great
thing will be first effected, before any obstacle will appear
against it. But in reason, he should rather endure any
unreasonable loss this way, then the least there: For (besides
that his principal parts are altogether disposed on that side; in
so much that the danger of Hungary does extend itself to
Constantinople). We are even of the self same, or little
different religion, so that the wars cannot proceed with a
mortal hatred and desire of extirpation, which bears with it so
much the less danger: and as it is the more facile to be satisfied,
so easier and less perilous conditions will ever end it. That
Tavris, Tiflis, Vannes, are strong places, [ do not deny it, but
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with all I know that the strength of no place can maintain
itself against the power and fury, and the ordinary miseries
brought by the wars, without a certain succour; which I
cannot see how they can be confident of. The Tartars you
say are newly conquered, and will rebel with such a great
opportunity; Surely I take that opportunity the only direct
means to answer them, nothing breeding discontentment to
a dangerous breaking forth, so much is idleness, and the
continual sight of that which they take to their oppression.
Therefore his Majesty having an Army of thirty thousand
men there, and from thence drawing forth thirty thousand
Tartars of the best able for the wars, the Province must be
most assured; the means and chief actors of innovation
being in his Majesty’s Army; and their wives, children, and
parents, in pawn with their country for their true serving
his Majesty in his wars; which he did think so necessary for
the King to undertake, that he made no difference between
putting his state in extreme peril, and the not undertaking
of them; counselling his Majesty to do in that point, as all
wise Princes use to do not only to have regard to the present
evils but to the future, and to repair them with all
industrious providence: because that by seeing them, and
preventing them as far off, the remedy might be applied
with great facility and good effect; But by expecting them
until they bear down all by their great weight with them,
their cure will be taken and used out of time, the sickness
being grown to incurable terms:as the Physicians say of the
Hectic fever, which in his first entrance into the body is
easy to be cured and hard to be known, but through the
continuance of time with the rancour of the disease by not
having known it, and applied remedy in the beginning, it
changes the first order, and grows itself facile to
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be known and impossible to be remedied: so does it occur in
matters of state; forseeing with wise providence, the evils
which rise toward it, there is no difficulty in avoiding them;
but when from either neglect or ignorance of preventing
them, they palisade themselves to every man’s
understanding, there is no more remedy familiar with our
reason securely available against them. Which makes me be
bold to say, that since the inconveniences which his Majesty
must suffer by the Turk are so apparent, he must resolve
and strengthen his mind and means to remove them, and
not to give them greater power to follow him by avoiding a
war. Since you may know that the war cannot be absolutely
taken away, but deferred only with the enemies’ advantage.
Neither will I ever be advised by that which is always in the
mouth of the wise men of these days, which is to enjoy the
benefit of time: but will say and ever think, that Every
Prince, and every man should make use of his own virtue
and wisdom, seeing time driving every thing before it does
ordinarily produce as often good as ill, and ill as good. And
why it should at any time diminish, the reputation of his
Majesties greatness to invite the Princes Christian to so
honourable and great an action, I cannot discern, when it is
one of the greatest foundations of a Princes reputation to
raise himself to the greatest enterprises, in which his
Judgement may not be mistaken in the possibility of
effecting them. And since it is necessary for his Majesty to
combine himself with them for his own strength and
reputation, if either he attempt the Turk, or be attempted
by him, why should it not be more honourable and more
facile for him, for the accomplishment of his ends, to speak
unto them in their necessity (if there be any of either part)
and so to link himself the stronger with them by such a
bond; then in his own necessity, in which condition
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there is a great question whether he shall be heard. Lastly,
how strange a conclusion you have made, I will desire you
to behold with better consideration. You will not have the
King to make war with the Turk, to avoid expense of money
and munition, where the best parts and most plentiful of
both countries are confining, which would give abundance,
and cheaper living to an Army, but you will have him go to
Larre, to Ormus, sterile countries far removed, where the
charges only of supplying victuals to an Army, would be of
more cost than all other munition and expense of the Army
besides. And besides; there is no danger of the King of
Spain, who has ever, held a fashion of maintaining himself
rather than increasing.

Besides, the nature of his force is of a contrary quality
to give us fear of his too great enlargement, having neither
abundance of horse nor men, but only gallies, which assure
his forts, with which also he is sufficiently contented. And
how wearying out a war to his Majesty’s treasure, and men,
that must be where he must fight but at the enemy’s
pleasure and advantage, the strength of his enemy standing
upon the Sea, in which the King has no fort of show of
power, he submitted to his Majesty’s wisest consideration:
besides the infinite danger by the nature of lying of the state
of the Turks and the King of Spains, and the essential of
their potencies were of such a condition, that whatsoever
was diminished from his Majesty, or the King of Spains, was
an absolute addition to the Turk; who by that advantage of
the weakening each others forces, should have a more facile
entry upon any one or both of them. And that it was well
proved by his Majesty’s predecessors, that there was not a
more main upholder of the beginning, and foundation of
their state nor manner of preserving it (which was all they
could do) than that league which united both
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their forces ever against the common enemy. And now that
God and the great virtue of his Majesty had so augmented
the limits of his dominion, that he had power joined with
true justice and necessity, to recover those usurped
Provinces which the Turk held from him (in which action
nothing could more secure him, than first, and assured
relative friendship between the Princes Christian and him
generally, and particularly the forces of the King of Spain by
Sea in those parts) it should be a strange Counsel to
persuade his Majesty to make war with him whom he had
ever profited by, and to offend all in offending him and
voluntarily to enable the Turk in whatsoever he would
undertake against him: which must needs be by all reason
and judgement his enemy. Which made him beseech his
Majesty to continue that so commodious friendship unto
him, and to strengthen himself with new, to fomentate
those rebellions, which were no rumours, (one of those that
were in Armes, being Moombarague a Prince tributary to
his Majesty; the others; though no men of great quality, yet
of great happiness in their proceedings) and to provide for
all things necessary for so great an enterprise: for which,
though the Vizier were otherwise persuaded, nothing did
more facilitate the judgement of his good success, than the
Prince of the Turks own incapacity; Nothing having ever
been proved more certain, than that the Ministers of any
Prince do ever symbolize with their Masters virtues or
vices, and that men of extraordinary virtue with them, have
ever little power, or little time, suspicion being the best
preserver of their defects, which ever aims at those who
have more virtue than themselves, as fearing them most.
A discourse proved true by
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the miserable end of all those named, and by many examples
which he would leave unrehearsed, as things that never bear
more credit than the faith of the hearer gave them. And so left
off, humbly beseeching his Majesty to pardon his boldness and
freeness which were ever the birth of true zealous devotion: he
had only expressed what he thought, his Majesty might please
to resolve of that he though honourable, secure, and profitable
for his state and person. The causes of his danger from the
Turk he spoke not of, first touched by me, and apparent to all.
Thanking then commanded Bastan-Aga to speak freely also
what he though, who after a reverence unto him, having
repeated the arguments past, commended them all (as it is his
fashion apparently to offend nobody: but what he does in that
qualities is secretly (and then as though he meant no such
matter, dividing what he would speak into two points, the war,
and my person, he proceeded thus.
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