13. In his study ‘Zur Moglichkeit der Analyse nicht-rationaler Textelemente (‘On the
possibilities of analysing non-rational text elements’ pp. 321-354), Manfred Zimmer (Dr.
Manfred Zimmer is a researcher at the Oriental Institute of the seminar for Christian
Oriental and Byzantine Studies at the Martin Luther University Halle-Wittenbnerg) observes
that the conception of man also plays a major role in historiographical texts. This is of
particular significance with regard to competition and change in the various phases of life in
the context of individual vitality and fitness. It is especially in this factual milieu though that
considerable numbers of non-rational accounts are to be found. A whole series of texts deal
with a sphere of beauty and creative power (in both a positive and negative sense) which,
although it is beneficial in its non-rationality to the persons that encounter it, is mostly
characterised by problems concerning the ability of the affected persons to build
relationships. As such encounters are at times a significant constituent of the overall events
described in texts, a methodically secure set of concepts that makes it possible to handle these
elements is essential. This contribution aims to suggest such a set of concepts. Central to this
set of concepts are the concept of the Other World and the perception of impression. The
concept of a life plan is suggested for fitting into the concept of the idea of man. The second
section of the report uses several examples to demonstrate that non-rational accounts make
up a notable portion of the Armenian reports concerned with the time of the Mongol
invasions in Armenia and Georgia and the rule and retreat of the Mongols, thus further
underlining the need to accord such accounts positive recognition.

We hope that with this anthology we will succeed in reviving scientific discussion of
the Christian Orient, in particular the Caucasus.

*

Der Kaukasus in der Mongolenzeit, editor Jirgen Tubach (Hrsg.); Sophia G.
Vashalomidze (Hrsg.): Manfred Zimmer (Hrsg.) Reichert Verlag, Wiesbaden
2012.
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