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Original Text
Not mine own fears, nor the prophetic soul

Of the wide world dreaming on things to
come,

Can yet the lease of my true love control,
Supposed as forfeit to a confined doom.

The mortal moon hath her eclipse endured
And the sad augurs mock their own presage;
Incertainties now crown themselves assured,
And peace proclaims olives of endless age.
Now with the drops of this most balmy time
My love looks fresh, and death to me
subscibes,

Since spite of him I'll live in this poor rhyme,
While he insults o’er dull and speechless
tribes.

And thou in this shalt find thy monument,
When tyrants’ crests and tombs of brass are
spent.

Modern Text

Neither my own fears nor the speculations of
the rest of the world about the future can
continue to keep me from possessing my
beloved, who everybody thought was doomed
to remain in prison. The moon, which was
always mortal, has finally been eclipsed, and
the gloomy fortune-tellers now laugh at their
own predictions. Things that once seemed
doubtful have become cerainties, and pease
has come to stay.

Now, with the blessings of these times, my
beloved looks fresh again and death itself
submits to me, since in spite of death I'll live
on in this poor poem while death only exults
over the stupid and illiterate peoples that he’s
overcome. And you will find this poem to be
your monument when tyrants reach the end
of their reigns and tombs to brass fall into
decay.
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! “The poetical merit of several passages in Philaster is well known, and especially the
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”The fact that they are merely verbal echoes and that they are so slight, coupled with the
further rather surprising fact that apart from the mutual dependence of the two plays on the
romance tradition there is little structural resemblance, suggests if anything that each play was
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way that Cymbeline developed from Pericles, so there is no need to presume anything more
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is more important to their dramatic genre than to their dating“[25, g3. 2 XXVIII].
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! “To this Tachimo—~Imogen story, however, Shakespeare added a dozen or so situations which

are almost exact counterparts of situations in Philaster’[43, p. 154].
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! “The historical narrative and the Italian expedition of Posthumus have no parallels in

Philaster, and most of the Megra affair and the rising of the mob in Philaster have no parallels

in Cymbeline. In the main, however, the plots are strikingly similar.”
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> ©. 396Lo: “Certainly the two plays have several features in common. Both have a plot
centring on false suspicions of infidelity; both present a faithful mistress disguised as a boy; both
are concerned with exile, suffering and a final reconciliation in which all doubts are laid to rest;
both contrast the court, where intrigue destroys relationships, with the country which brings
the characters closer to nature and a true understanding of each other.”
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1 ”The King he takes the babe
To his protection, calls him Posthumus Leonatus
Breeds him and makes him of his bed-chamber,

Puts to him all the learnings that his time
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Could make him the receiver of ...”[39, p. 14].
2 “Imogen. Sir .....

you bred him as my playfellow”[39, p.18].

3 “Argivarus. You holp us, sir,

As you did mean indeed to be our brother;

Joy’d are we that you are”[39, p. 145].
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! “Although the resemblance is not so close, the idyllic scenes in Cymbeline have more than a
chance likeness to those in Philaster’[43, p.154].
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' 9. gm60: “A more plausible, if vaguer, answer might be found in the changing taste of the

time, a renewal of interest in the romantic drama which had been quiescent a dozen years”.
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' 9. gm60: “What is important about this is the change in setting; the pastoral countryside of the
first play [ The Faithful Shepherdess - E.K.] becomes the hunting country of Philaster, and the
concerns are not the loves of literary shepherds but the loves and related dynastic complications

of princes and courts”.
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' ”So far as they (romances - E.K) constitute a development of a new type of drama, that
development seems to have been the work of Beamont and Fletcher or Shakspere”.

2 ”We are justified in concluding that when in 1609 Shakspere turned from tragedy to romance
he not only departed from his practice of the past eight years, but also from the practice of his

contemporaries during that period”.
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1 “Few of the earlier Beaumont and Fletcher plays are concerned to give dramatized renderings
of old stories in the Shakespearean manner”. ©sg 09gbgds goersldgml, o 3o “The

conventions are those of prose romance literature, not of Shakespearen drama[25. P. XXIX].
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! “Instead of a plot serving as vehicle for the ‘personation’ of character..., the characters are set

in patterns to serve the plot. The conventions are those of prose romance literature not of

Shakespearean drama”[25, p. XXIX].
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?> “The conventions of the prose romance accordingly provided the material sources of the

play... The first priority of these sources is a carefully designed story which will operate as a vast
and complex ... moral paradigm”[25, p. XXX].
3 “...but their characters do function on a similar, fairly elementary dramatic level. They are

dramatizations rather than dramas”[25, p. XXIX].
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